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there aren’t many at my school. I also like all the classes like STEP, Dance, and Gym. 
This is a really good place to come for the summer.” 

– - - Micah, 5th Grade

Dear Friends:

In 2017, Girls Incorporated served close to 8,000 girls across 62 schools in the St. Louis region, and we could 
not have done it without generous donors and program partners like you!

We were honored to be visited by former President Bill Clinton, who viewed the Eureka! Program that meets 
all summer and every Saturday during the school year. Eureka! provides increased science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education to underserved girls and young women in low income 
neighborhoods in St. Louis, enabling and empowering them to lead financially sound, productive lives and 
preparing them for the world of work. President Clinton met with program participants and viewed their various 
STEM projects.

Another upcoming STEM program about which we are very excited is the Imagine Science Program for girls 
ages three to eight. In addition, Girls Inc. of St. Louis recently signed an agreement to partner with the Urban 
League, and INROADS, Inc. to ensure that talented pre-collegiate underserved St. Louis high school scholars 
will have an opportunity to receive academic success with a focus on college and career-readiness.

This year we were thrilled to receive the Girls Inc. Growth grant for $400,000! Girls Inc. of St. 
Louis continues to be one of the top affiliates in the nation, annually receiving accolades 
from our leaders at the national level. 

As we pursue opportunities to expand our reach, we graciously accept 
the challenge and responsibility of educating the next generation of 
leaders. Thank you for helping us and our 
girls to become STRONG, SMART and BOLD. 

Forever grateful for the opportunity to serve,

Cheryl L. Jones
President & CEO



Mission
The mission of Girls Incorporated of St. Louis is to provide 
educational, recreational, and cultural programs to girls 
in a safe environment; to enable them to raise 
their aspirations and realize their potential. 
Girls Inc. inspires all girls to be strong, 
smart and bold.

Six Essential Elements 
Our Girls Inc. Experience has six essential elements that equip girls to 
navigate gender, economic and social barriers and to grow into healthy, 
educated and independent adults:

• Girls-only environment
• Mentoring relationships
• Intentional programming
• Research-based curricula
• Interactive activities
• Sustained exposure

Together these elements provide a holistic approach grounded in a belief 
in girls’ rights and abilities.
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2017 by the Numbers

We Serve 62 Schools in 
These School Districts:
     • Ferguson-Florissant
     • Hazelwood
     • Jennings
     • Normandy
     • St. Louis Public
     • University City
     • Private Schools

97%

7,966 girls served in grades K-12

100%
girls graduate 
to next 
grade level

395,686 
hours of violence prevention/

health relationship

21,346 
hours of STEM 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math)

3,322
hours of literacy

consider Girls Inc. 
a second home
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Innovative Program Combines Music and Technology
If you visit Girls Inc. after school or during the summer, you’re likely to hear the 
sounds of music – dozens of first through seventh graders producing music 
or singing songs. In the last five years since Demetrius Beverly has been 
the music teacher, the agency’s program has reached a high note. 
When he started the girls were learning the basics of music, how 
to count and how to identify notes. Now the music production 
program teaches girls how to create music digitally on the 
computer and then how to play it on keyboards. Last 
year, girls in the summer program got a chance to 
write and record their own song. “A lot of the 
kids don’t have music at school so it’s up to 
me to provide a platform where they can 
express themselves through music,” says 
Beverly. “Plus, music shows them how to 
stand up straight and how to project, two 
skills they can use in the real world.”

Beverly has also added a choir to the agency’s 
music program. Girls learn how to identify different 
vocal parts and how to count. Now the choir is performing 
at locations such as The Muny, America’s oldest and largest 
outdoor musical theatre. For the last two years, the Girls Inc. Choir has 
been the opening act for the theatre’s summer Broadway series. They have 
performed excerpts from the movie “Trolls” and “Lion King.” Beverly says some of 
the testimonies he gets from parents brings him joy. “Just last year I had a girl that 
never participated in anything but then joined the choir. After a choir performance, 
her mother came up to me and said ‘my child really doesn’t do anything. She’s an 
introvert. But the past few weeks choir is all she can talk about.’”

Recently, Girls Inc. received a grant to build a new music facility so it will have 
ten stations that include a computer and a keyboard. Participants will be able to 
record music, score, mix, master and produce their own compositions. Thanks to 
this grant, the beat will definitely go on at Girls Inc.!

“What I like about music class is we get to practice a lot, because when 
you practice you get better and better.” 

– Jaidyn, 4th Grade
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Betty Sims “Wow” Scholarship Winner 
Wants to Pay it Forward
Deja Brown started attending Girls Inc. in St. Louis when she was six-years-old. 
Twelve years later, she graduated from Cardinal Ritter College Preparatory High 
School as valedictorian and winner of the 2017 Betty Sims “Wow” Scholarship. 

“I met Betty Sims a few times personality before she passed away. She 
was a great person. I know a lot of people came together to put this 
scholarship in her name and I want to live up to that name. I know 
she did so much with her life, I want to pay it forward.”

Deja is pursuing a degree in pharmacy because her desire 
is to help people through healthcare. She doesn’t want to 
stop there though, and hopes to become a mentor doing 
bigger and better things for the community as a whole.

She started by giving back to her alma mater, Cardinal 
Ritter, where she volunteered as a dance coach over 
the summer. She also came back to Girls Inc. to help lead 
the younger students in the place that taught her to be 
herself and pursue her dreams.  

“Once you go through Girls Inc., it is a family. They will never 
forget about you or give up on you. They don’t just show-up to Girls 
Inc. to work, they genuinely care about seeing you do better and it makes 
you care about doing better yourself.”

Now a college freshman at University of Missouri Kansas City, Deja wants to use her 
education to honor the women who came before her.

“All the women I know at Girls Inc. have done a lot for me. I am going to turn around and continue 
their legacy and be like them. I don’t have words to explain the emotions that I feel. It’s something that 
you have to experience to know and understand how Girls Inc. has shaped my life. Ms. Jones and the 
leaders there have 100% changed my life for the better.”

Strong, Smart & Bold Luncheon
More than 490 people attended our annual Strong, 
Smart & Bold luncheon on November 2, 2017 at the 
Ritz-Carlton in Clayton, Missouri. The annual luncheon, 
our largest fundraiser, recognizes outstanding Girls Inc. 
of St. Louis volunteers and strong, smart and bold girls. 
Schloarhips were awarded to outstanding high school 
seniors. A special performance of excerpts from “The 
Wiz” was given by Girls Inc. members and the choir. 
The Bringing Girls to the Center program is funded by the 
more than $230,000 that was raised during the event. 

There’s no place like Girls Incorporated! 

 

Girls Incorporated of St. Louis 
 

 

Luncheon 
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Girls Inc. Eureka! Stem program was selected by the Clinton 
Global Initiative to be observed by former President William 
Clinton. President William Clinton got a chance to see and 
assist the young ladies with programming robotics, making 
perfume, and creating video game avatars.

Travelers
Travelers diversity 

network conducted a 
leadership summit for 

over 70 of our Girls Inc. teens. The leadership summit 
focused on personal banking, student loans and credit, 

as well as college readiness.  

Holiday Happenings
Over 250 families joined Girls Inc. for its annual Holiday Happenings celebration. This 
year’s theme was “Walking in a Winter Wonderland.” The families were able to spend the 
morning having breakfast with Santa, shopping at the Toyland 
Boutique, and to top it off, a show stopping performance by the 
Girls Inc. members. 

McDonald’s Event
Local McDonald’s owner Ron Williams stopped by the center 

to talk to our girls and their parents, provide Happy Meals, and 
announce McDonald’s new commitment to families. McDonald’s 

is focusing on nutrition by promoting balanced meals and 
simplify ingredients, with more transparent nutrition 

information on containers.  

St. Louis Fashion Fund
Girls Inc. partnered with the St. Louis Fashion Fund to 
expose our girls to the many careers in the fashion industry. St. Louis Fashion Fund 
brought their Fashion Truck and a designer to spend an afternoon with the girls. 
Designer Audra Nuyes shared her experience in the fashion industry designing, 
producing a collection, working at notable fashion houses, and dressing celebrity 
clients. 

Golden Scissors Awards
President and CEO Cheryl Jones was the recipient of the Impact Award at the Glynn Jackson Her Legacy - Golden 
Scissors Awards for her inspirational and dedicated commitment to girls in the St. Louis area. At this amazing event 

some of our stellar teen girls got a chance to model in the fashion show. 

United States of Women’s Conference in DC
President and CEO Cheryl Jones and two of our graduating seniors, Sklyr 
S. and Kearstyn R., were invited to attend the United States of Women’s 
Summit. The United States of Women is a national organization that 
promotes the need for all women to survive and thrive, and break down 
barriers that hold women back.

Veiled Prophet Volunteer Day
Throughout the year, more than 50 Veiled Prophet employees 
volunteer to help clean, paint, build, pack food and much more 

for their Saturday projects. Girls Inc. of St. Louis was chosen for 
the third year in a row to be a site for volunteers to come and be of service. 

Volunteers and the Girls Inc. staff helped to clean the building from top to 
bottom, as well as the paint the beautiful mural in the highway outside of the 

President and CEO’s office.  

Mind and Body Friday
Mind and Body Friday is a weekly event that provides participants 
with hands-on activities that empower girls to continue to succeed 
academically and physically. 

        Christmas Tea Party
    Girls Inc. invited a group of our younger girls to a teddy bear a tea 

party with Mrs. Jones. This is a fun event where the girls 
get a chance to dress-up, bring their favorite teddy bears 
or dolls, and have high tea. This event is held every year 

around Christmas break. 

Rites of Passage
Girls Inc. of St. Louis held a Rites of Passage Ceremony for 
sixteen young women that completed the Girls Inc. Experience. This ceremony marked the important 
transitional period from girlhood to womanhood. These young women are marked as Girls Inc. of St. 
Louis’ largest graduating class in history. All sixteen young women are currently enrolled in college 
and have completed their freshman years.
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s Financials

*Information from RubinBrown LLP’s Independent Auditor’s Report 2018.

Dr. Benjamin Ola Akande 
Kim Ausmer  
Lauren Baker 
Sheretta Butler-Barnes  
Errin Braddock 
Vera Dorch  
Ken Franklin 
Dr. Sharilyn Franklin  

Jerome Gidlow  
Kimberly Hall 
Jennifer Haynes  
Jennifer Ito  
Dr. Steven Player 
Molly Salky  
Paul Zemitzsch  

Board

Honorable Gloria Reno, Board Chair   
Dr. Robert Virgil, Vice Chair - Strategic Partnerships
Dr. Nina D. Caldwell, Vice Chair - Development     
Suzanne Carroll, Secretary 
Rochelle Griffin, Treasurer

Officers
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s The quality after school, summer and outreach programs we provide girls in K-12th grades would not be 

possible without the support of our partners and friends listed below. Thanks to them, we helped nearly 
8,000 girls become strong, smart and bold!

$50,000 & Above  
Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals
MasterCard Worldwide
David and Thelma Steward

$10,000 - $49,999  
Boeing - St. Louis ECF
Carol Rogers
Catherine and Jerome Gidlow
Centene Corporation
Dana Brown Charitable Trust
Sam and Marilyn Fox
JST Charitable Fund
St. Louis Unitarian Foundation 
    For Children
The SAIGH Foundation
Peter and Linda Werner
James White

$5,000 - $9,999  
Beyond Housing
Van-Lear and Marion Black
Blueprint 4 Summer
Adele B Dilschneider
Edward Jones
Mathews-Dickey Boys & Girls   
    Club
Margaret Mooney
Reliance Bank
Rogers & Company Charitable 
    Foundation
Simmons Charitable Foundation

$2,000 - $4,999  
Blues For Kids Foundation
DCA Family Foundation
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Express Scripts Foundation
Vincent and Lynn Ferrari
Gamma Phi Beta Foundation
Kimberly Hall
Cheryl Jones

Kappa Kappa Gamma Alumnae 
    Association
Monsanto Fund
Gloria Reno
St. Louis Community Foundation
Stanley and Lucy Lopata 
    Charitable Foundation
Travelers Insurance
Dr. Robert and Geraldine Virgil
Michael Waller
YourCause Corporate Employee 
    Giving Programs

$1,000 - $1,999  
Abbvie US, LLC
Justin and Lauren Baker
James and Catherine Berge 
Chris and Vicki Boedges
Derrick and Nina Caldwell
Commerce Bancshares 
    Foundation
Dr. William Danforth
Martha Feedback
Donald and Margaret Franz
David and Paula Friedman
Rochelle Griffin
Jennifer and Brandon Haynes
Pamela Henson
Network For Good
Optimist Club of Clayton
Steven Player
St. Louis Alumnae Chapter Of 
    Gamma Phi Beta
St. Louis Christmas Carols 
    Association
St. Louis Philanthropic 
    Organization, Inc.
St. Louis Service Bureau 
    Foundation
Thomas and Mary Stillman
Barbara Wilkinson

$250 - $999  
Erika Aaron

John and Alex Arnold
Bank Of America
Linda Bond
Errin and India Braddock
Sheretta Butler-Barnes
Suzanne Carroll
Bert and Karen Condie
Nathan Cook
Mark and Vicki Dawkins
Gerald and Helena DeWulf
Verona Dorch
Karlla Dozier
Lelia Farr
Barbara Feiner
Elizabeth Fitzgerald
Fontbonne University
Gateway Chapter Of The Links, 
    Incorporated
Venita Govan
Dudley and James Grove
Caroline Gunter
Jean Hamilton
Deirde Hanford
Katie Harper-Wright
Harris Stowe State University
Tanya and Alan Harris
Barbara Heiss
Hicks Carter Hicks LLC
Rick and Lynn Hill
Irene Thalden Charitable 
    Foundation
Jump Associates, LLC
Kendra Scott
Jessica Liss
Maryville University
Missouri Employers Mutual Ins.
Becky Moore
Peggy and Andy Newman
Bruce and Kimberly Olson
Susan B. Philpott
Protiviti Inc.
Lynn Rassieur
RubinBrown
Molly Salky
Phoenix & Von Gontard Sanberg
Jeri Schultz

Seed Money
St. Louis Chapter, The Links 
    Incorporated
Shelia M. Stone
Elizabeth Stroble 
Truist
University Of Missouri - Saint 
    Louis, National Panhellenic 
    Council
C.D. and Nancy Van Dyke
John and Ellen Wallace
Stefania Werner
James and Rose White
Chauna Williams
YWCA Metro St. Louis
Joe and Krissy Ziegler

$100 - $249  
A.Thomas and Kathleen 
    Dewoskin
Nancy and Chris Allen
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., 
    Gamma Omega Chapter
William and Tamiko Armstead
Patricia Arnold
Barnes-Jewish Hospital
Paris Belk
Zenetta Bowers
Lynell Boyd
Vernon and Adrian Bracy 
Janet and Reuter, Paul, Brown
Leonor Buchanan
Victoria Buck
Gail Bunce
Anne Carman
Jeff and Patti Carr
Gerthia Carter
Odessa Chambers
Darnetta and Frank Clinkscale
Susan Cocking
Harvey and Barbara Cotlar
Jami Dolby
Ida and Gerald Early
Jimmie and Stacy Edwards
John and Dorothy Fischer 

Lucien and Becky Fouke 
Shirley Garrett
Carol and Fred Gaskin
Bonnie Gipson
Henry and Belma Givens
Danielle Grimes
Deborah Grossman
Gwenne Hayes-Stewart
Rodney and Colliean Haynes
Jana Haywood
Mary Ellen Helmkamp
Anne Hetlage 
Kimberly Hodge-Bell
Megan Holmes
Sid Holthaus, Jr.
Morton Hyman
Allan and Page Ivie IV
Damon Jackson
Dorothy Kemper
John and Susie Kinsella
Kohm Family Chartiable Foundation
Donald and Susan Lamers
Marilyn Lange
Lawerence and Hannah Langsam
Terry LaPosha
Floyd and Ruth Lewis
Ann and Lee Liberman
Timothy and  Michele Liebman
Mary K. Lofgren
Kitty Lohrum
Paris Lomax
Steven and Sheronda Martin
Priscilla R. McDonnell
Ric and Seanna McGough
Pat and Michael McKinnis
Paul and Laura Miller
Robert and Michelle Mitchell
Mariah Morgan
Chris Nicastro
Dr. Gwendolyn Packnett
Lenore and Edwin Pepper
Celia Ponsler
Michelle Reagan
Peggy Ritter
Mary Janet Ruff 
Caroline Sant
John and Mydie Sant
Kimberly Scails
Joanna Schooler
Session Fixture Company Inc.
Nanne Simonds

Adelene and Robert Smith
Maureen Strasheim
Harriet Switzer
Mary C. Tallarico
Wendy Timm
Diane Trice
Raymond and Amanda Voegele
Wednesday Club of St. Louis
Stephen and Linda Wielansky
Jackie Williams
Rebecca Zaccarello

$10 - $99  
Barbara A. Ackermann
Shontele Allen
Joan H. Ball
Bank Of America Charitable 
    Foundation
Peggy Barnhart
Jade Beard
Angela Belding
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Joan Berkman
Melisa Betts
Teresa Bluiett
Laura Boedges
Brandon Boles
Raycine Brown
Jeanne G. Canada
G. Loring & Sandra Carlson
Loretta Ceasar-Striplin
Susan Christie
Delores Clark
Malissa Cloven
Ronnell and Rose Coleman
Deborah L. Cooper
Julie and Steve Council
Midge Crider
Laura Crosby
Meghan Cummings
Lisa Dansberry
Michael and Katherine DeWulf
Jason and Stacy Donovan
Patrick and Megan Donovan
Electronic Script
Leah Engelhardt
Michael and Barbara Ferman
Andrew Fox
Kimberly France
Cynthia Fulton

Amy Gilbertson
Susan Glenn
Mary Grimes
Theodora Hart
Rebecca Hauk
Debra Hollingworth
Katherine Hooper
Joan Hubbard
Sandra Hunter
Claire Johnson
Patrice Johnson
Karen Kalish
Patricia Kopetz
Nancy Kranzbery
Cara Kuehl
Carol Layton
Nancy Lieberman
Paula and Arthur Littleton
Julie Long
Linda McKay
Jerry and Nancy Middleton
Mitchell Wall Architecture & Design
Robin Mohler
Melanie Moore
Brenda Morgan
Shanita Morgan
Judy Murphy
Jajuana Patrick
Robert and Nancy Pechloff
Andrea Pendergraft
Monica Penny 
Personnel Concepts
Mary Attyberry Polk
Denale Powell
Charles and Angela Quigless
Anita Reznicek
Sheri Robinson
Beth Roehm
Andrea Savala
Sara Schneider
Sharon Schooler
Sylvia Silver
Thashaja Stewart
Ashley Storman
Calea F. Stovall-Reid
Dr. Donald Suggs
Jacqueline Tate
Carolyn M. Thomas
Nancy Tice
D’Anne Tombs-Shelton
Laura Trapp

Anne Tregellas
Michelle Tucker
Jana Utter
Esra Uysal
Stephanie VanCardo
Liz Vann
Carol and George Walker
Christine Walsh
Eliza Watson
Barbara L. Webster
Wells Fargo Advisors,LLC
Tonya White
Virginia Wilkinson
Margaret Williams
Beth Willis 
Pamela Wingbermuehle
Mallory Winkler



www.facebook.com/girlsincstl 
 
www.instagram.com/girlsincstl

www.twitter.com/girlsincstl

Girls Incorporated of St. Louis 
3801 Nelson Drive 
Saint Louis, Mo 63121 
Tel: (314) 385-8088 
www.girlsincstl.org  

THANK YOU!


